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DARMSTADT BUSINESS SCHOOL

CURATING A CUSTOMIZED MBA EXPERIENCE FOR TOMORROW'S GLOBAL EXECUTIVES

Juliane Weis
Account Manager

ermany is home to some of the world's
top business schools, offering high-quality
education with a strong focus on practical
learning and international collaboration.
Business schools in Germany are known for

their rigorous academic programs, emphasis on innovation,
and connections with global industries. Many institutions
integrate sustainability, digitalization, and leadership
development into their curricula, making them attractive
to students secking a well-rounded business education.
With affordable tuition fees compared to other Western
countries and a thriving job market, Germany remains a
top destination for aspiring business leaders.

One such institution is the Darmstadt Business School,
part of the Darmstadt University of Applied Sciences.
Founded in 1971, the university has expanded significantly
and now educates around 17,000 students across its two
campuses in Darmstadt and Dieburg. It has gained recog-
nition from UNESCO for its commitment to education for
sustainable development. Additionally, the University is a
key member of the European University of Technology al-
liance, a collaboration between eight partner universities
aimed at strengthening European cooperation in teaching
and research. Within this alliance, the Darmstadt Busi-
ness School plays a crucial role in management education,

Prof. Dr Ralf Schellhase
Academic Director (MBA)

equipping students with the skills needed to navigate the
complexities of modern business environments. By foster-
ing innovation and sustainability, the institution continues
to shape future business leaders in Germany and beyond.

A Global Hub for Management Education

Darmstadt Business School is located in the science city of
Darmstadt, Germany, and benefits from its close links with
high-tech companies, research institutes and prestigious
universities. This dynamic environment fosters innovation,
digitalization, and globalization, key themes reflected in
the school’s MBA program. By being part of this strong
professional network, the school stays ahead of industry
developments, ensuring that its curriculum meets the
evolving demands of the business world.

As a University of Applied Sciences, Darmstadt
Business School emphasizes a practice-oriented approach.
Its MBA program integrates technology, real-world case
studies, online simulations, and industry-led instruction.
Professors with hands-on experience and guest lecturers
from leading companies bring practical insights, making
learning interactive and solution-driven. The program
also addresses current business megatrends, including
sustainability, digitalization, diversity, and intercultural
management.

Designed as a general management program, the MBA is
well-suited for students from diverse academic backgrounds,
such as IT, media, engineering, and science. Unlike
specialized MBAs, it provides a broad business foundation,
enabling graduates to pursue careers across various industries.
Small class sizes, limited to 30 students, ensure close faculty
interaction and personalized learning experiences.

The school’s international focus is another key strength.
With students from over 25 countries, the MBA program
fosters cross-cultural exchange and global networking
opportunities. Additionally, as a state university, Darmstadt
Business School offers high-quality education at an affordable
cost, along with various scholarship opportunities, making it
particularly attractive to students from India. By integrating
critical global topics like artificial intelligence, corporate
social responsibility, and sustainability into its courses, the
school prepares students for leadership in an ever-evolving
business landscape.

Rigorous and Future-Oriented Programs

The MBA program at Darmstadt Business School is designed
to provide a strong foundation in management while allowing
students to tailor their education to their career goals. The
faculty comprises highly qualified professors with PhDs
and at least five years of industry or consulting experience,
ensuring that students learn from experts with real-world
insights. Additionally, senior industry professionals serve
as lecturers, bringing current business practices into the
classroom. Course evaluations help maintain high teaching
standards, with any weaknesses addressed through faculty
discussions.

The program is structured into two main components,
namely core courses and expertise tracks. Core courses form
the foundation for a management career, covering essential
subjects such as strategy, leadership, marketing, finance,
ethics, and law. Key global challenges like digitalization,
sustainability, and intercultural management are explored
from multiple perspectives to prepare students for the
complexities of today’s business environment. Core modules
include subjects like Supply Chain Excellence, Global
Responsibility, Business Research Tools, and Diversity,
Communication, and Negotiation.

After completing core courses, students can personalize
their education by selecting from various expertise tracks.
These specialized courses allow them to focus on areas such
as Project Management, Business Consulting, Intercultural
Management, and Al in Management. New specializations
are introduced regularly to align with industry trends.

To support international students, German language
courses are available, along with opportunities to earn
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additional certifications such as an SAP introduction. This
holistic approach ensures that graduates are well-equipped to
navigate the challenges of global business.

Industry-Focused Learning and Career Support

Darmstadt Business School integrates academic excellence
with real-world experience, ensuring its graduates are highly
sought after by employers across Germany. All professors
have at least five years of industry or consultancy experience,
allowing them to bring practical insights into the classroom.
A strong network with industry partners enables regular
guest lectures, collaborative projects, and close interactions
between students and business leaders.

Ranked among the top ten state universities of applied
sciences by Wirtschaftswoche magazine, the University of
Applied Sciences Darmstadt maintains strong industry ties
that benefit students throughout their carcers. “Our Carcer
Centre offers a wide range of services, including application
training and workshops, help with CVs, career advice, a job
board, a database of company information, job fairs and much
more”, says Prof. Dr Ralf Schellhase, Academic Director
(MBA), Darmstadt Business School.

The MBA program follows a highly practical, job-
oriented teaching approach. Students engage in real-world
case studies and hands-on learning methods such as project-
based learning and design-thinking exercises. The Academic
Director and faculty maintain regular contact with HR
managers from leading companies to align the curriculum
with industry needs.

Darmstadt Business School collaborates with major
research institutions and companies in the region, including
Merck, Lufthansa, SAP, and Deutsche Telekom, providing
students with excellent networking and career opportunities.

Charting the Path Ahead

With over 20 years of success, the MBA program has become
a trusted pathway for future managers. All lecturers bring
extensive industry experience, combining deep expertise
with real-world insights. This ensures that students gain
practical knowledge that can be directly applied in their
professional careers.

The program impresses with its small class sizes, which
enable personal support and direct interaction with lecturers.
It also offers four flexible study formats, including full-time,
part-time, hybrid and live online, which students can switch
between as required. “Our MBA course is also characterized
by an exceptionally high success rate. This consistency
underlines the quality of support and the tailored support
options offered to our students at Darmstadt Business
School”, signs off Prof. Dr Ralf Schellhase. ner
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